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The Assembly at a Glance 


(Continued from last issue) 


ENERAL ASSEMBLY stands firmly behind cooperation 
G and reunion movements. .. . McLaughlin honored 
in inspiring service. ... Church property amend- 
ment defeated 199-96. ... Federal Council membership 
continued by 214-78 vote. . . . Goal of 500 new Sunday schools 
set for present church year. . . . President’s representative 
at the Vatican is frowned upon. ... Home Missions Ad- 
vance is authorized. . . . Ad interim report on Negro work 
approved and new, separate agency is set up. ... Study 
looking toward separate Negro Presbyterian church is au- 
thorized. . . . Book of Common Worship to carry joint 
Presbyterian, US-USA, approval. . . . Graham Building sale 
approved. . . . Committee on Cooperation and Union in- 
structed to promote fellowship and understanding... . 
Plan of Reunion to be presented next year. . . . Department 
of Christian Relations is authorized to begin October 1... . 
Askings for Assembly causes set at ,3,110,000 for 1947-48. ... 
Evangelism goals re-emphasized. . . . Home Mission Coun- 
cil mortgage rule is rescinded. . . . Clarence T. Craig speaks 
on Revised New Testament. . . . Support of Church World 
Service, Inc., is urged. . . . Visitors from Mexico and Brazil 
speak gratefully of Presbyterian missionaries. . . . Funds 
for New Alba Hotel are urged. . . . New young people’s pro- 
gram is approved. . . . Synod and presbytery committees to 
study term pastorates and supervisory plan. . . . 1947 Assem- 
bly to meet at Montreat, May 29. 























Letters to the Editors 





Former Southern Pastor Tells of USA Church 





USA Spirit 
To the Editors: 

I have just returned from a meeting of 
the Presbyterian laymen of the Morris 
and Orange Presbytery. This meeting was 
held largely in the interest of the Resto- 
ration Fund of the Presbyterian Church, 
USA. Two hundred earnest and Spirit- 
filled men came together at 4 P. M. and 
conferred together and heard reports con- 
cerning this great enterprise. The meet- 
ing came to a close with a meeting at 8 
P. M. in the sanctuary of the Old First 


Church of Orange, at which time Mr. 
Frank Totten, a vice-president of the 
Chase Nationa] Bank of New York, spoke 


with telling effect. After 
there came to my mind the 
clusions: 

First, that these laymen are 
the Spirit of God, for there 
dence of his presence and 
that was said and done. 
men are attacking the 


this gathering 
following con- 


guided by 
was the evi- 
power in all 
These earnest 
problem of raising 


27,000,000 for this Restoration Fund. 
They are doing it in humble faith, and 
deep determination. Reports are coming 


in of churches which already have secured 
their assigned quotas, and some have al- 


ready yone far beyond that which they 
were asked to raise. For example, the 
church at Summit, N. J. (Dr. Leonard 
Buschman, pastor, who, by the way, is a 
Westminster College man) has _ raised 
nearly twice its quota, and had paid in 


more than $25,000. A deep spirit of earn- 
estness and faith characterized this gath- 
ering from beginning till its close. 
Second, this earnestness of action on the 
part of these laymen reveals the fact that 
the Spirit of God is working in the heart 
of this great church, and is challenging 


the attention and encouraging the faith 
of true followers of Christ. It teaches 
us that God is still calling as he did 
through Isaiah—‘“Spare not, lengthen thy 
cords and strengthen thy stakes. 

Make the desolate cities to be inhabited,” , 
“Arise, shine; for thy light is come.” 


Third, there is borne in on me the con- 
viction that the great Presbyterian Church 
is true and loyal to its heritage of faith. 
As one of the few ministers of the Pres- 
byterian Church, US, living now within the 
bounds of the Presbyterian Church, USA, 
I can honestly say that the gospe] is be- 
ing proclaimed with purity and power. 
For three years I have worshipping 
and holding fellowship with them. I find 
that they believe, and preach, and earn- 
estly seek to extend the same gospel that 
I proclaimed for fifty-five years at Mexico 
and in the Southern Synod of Missouri. 
I feel deeply that we 
ing union with them. 
everything to gain. I have never seen 
more loyal Presbyterians, nor heard truer 
witness to the great facts of our Pres- 
byterian faith than I have witnessed from 
the lips of the ministers and laymen of 
this great body of believers. I feel that 
God is guiding in the effort being made 
to heal the breach which has kept us apart 
tor the past eighty-five May the 
day of healing 


been 


run no risk in seek- 
I feel that we have 


years. 
come soon. 
ADDISON A. WALLACE. 
Nutley, N. J. 


Toward Understanding 

To the Editors: 
The vital service 

OUTLOOK is 


THE PRESBYTERIAN 


rendering our church is 
something for which I have long been 
thankful. The extent of that service im- 


pressed me in a way it never 
when I recently 


had before, 
had occasion to review 
THE PRESBYTERIAN 


under the act of March 3, 
Street, Richmond 19, 


OUTLOOK 
1879. 


the issues for 


re-entered as second 
Published weekly on Monday 
Virginia. Telephone 2,9492. 


the church year just past. 
The impact of those combined issues was 
of unusual force. 


Let me express my particular apprecia- 
tion for two contributions included in 
those numbers: Dr. John Allen MacLean’s 


three articles on liberalism in the South- 
ern Presbyterian Church (Aug. 13, 20, 27, 
1945) and his vision of Christian memor- 
inls for the two atom-bombed cities of 
Japan (Jan. 21 ff.). The first took some 
of the finest steps I have seen toward re- 
vealing the common ground occupied by 
various theological circles in our church 
and toward making for genuine Christian 
understanding among those groups. The 
second is a noteworthy means of healing 
the breach the two nations in- 
volved and of making for mutual under- 
standing between them. We need more of 
such ministry of reconciliation between 
Presbyterians, between Christians, and be- 
tween all men. 
ROBERT WHITE KIRKPATRICK. 

Richmond, Va. 


D. D. Degree 
To the Editors: 

In reply to Nemo Nihil in your paper 
of April 29. I have a D. D. and would 
be willing to throw it away! It was given 
me nearly 40 years ago by my Alma Mater 


between 


a love gift. Appreciate it? Yes, most 
certainly. 3ut at times it is an embur- 
rassment. For instance, during some 
church court meeting I am being enter- 
tained in the same home with a brother 
who is not a D. DP. They must address 
me as “Dr.” He is “Mr.” Why should 
there be this difference? Should there 
be? We Presbyterians believe in th parity 
of the ministry. Should there be a dif- 


ference kept up because of educational at- 
tainments or honorary conferments? Why 
not in our fellowship and in our church 
courts throw away—or disregard—all de- 
grees, D. D.s, Th. D.s, LL. D.s, etc., and 
brother, or pastor, or Mr. These 
if so desired, could be kept and 
known in educational institutions. But 
would it not be better to not thus honor 
one another in our church courts, in 
our assemblies of God's people, in our fel- 
lowships? 


simply be 


degrees, 
above 


I sign 


myself 


Elders Can Help 
To the Editors: 
As a middle-aged business man with the 


REN. 


sincere desire to encourage our ministers 
of the gospel, I deeply appreciate your 


words as found on page 13 in your issue of 


May 20: 

“We need the intelligent participation 
of laymen in our church. If they 
could show all of us, ministers and lay- 
men alike, how to bear a good witness 
to the reality of the love and power of 
Christ in their own hearts... .” 


I would appreciate an 
on “How Elders Can 
isters.” 


article or sermon 
Encourage the Min- 


T. SHEP CLARK. 

Augusta, Ga. 

EDITORS’ 
one, 


NOTE—We are working on 


Chaplain’s Report 


To the Editors: 
Home again and a chance to see THE 
OUTLOOK and to note your challenge to 


write concerning organic union with the 


USA church. 

I want to say that my whole Army ex- 
perience has constantly put me in touch 
With ministers and laymen of the USA 


church, and in particular in the state of 


10c a cepy, §3 a year. 


California. Recently I attended two pres- 
bytery meetings (San Francisco and Sac- 
ramento) in that state. [I noticed that 
the business of union was not On the 
docket, and asked about it. “We are ready, 
our hearts and minds are one in desiring 
organic union with our Southern breth- 
ren. There is no further need to discuss 
the matter, only to exercise patience ag 
we wait US Presbyterian action.” 

I want to give testimony of the fine 
character of these presbyteries, of the 
men who compose them. They bear the 
mark of the Master, and I have yet to 
meet the chaplain, who having met and 
worked with a USA chaplain or civilian 
minister was not accorded the reception 
of a brother in Christ. 

TI have been meaning to say this for a 
long time, and will say it now that the 
greatest need that some of our US (re- 
ligious) isolationists need is a little fel- 
lowship and labor with those of the USA 


arm. I appreciate the conservative or 
compromise plan you suggest as neces- 


sary, but I deplore the fact that it must 
be accepted by our church, when a united 
stand at this time would strengthen the 
cause of Christ. ‘Where there is no vi- 
sion the people perish.” If the chaplains 
had displayed these narrow views in his 
dealing with the men, they would have 
perished. I know that many of them 
have come home with new horizons, a new 
hope that a United Christendom would 
meet and match the world’s problems. 
They will never be satisfied with our re- 
ligious status quo. Are we to destroy this 
hope for a new day in the religious life 
of America? 

Please excuse me for this outpouring, 
but one does get sick of it all. 

BOB POOLEY. 

Leaksville, N. C. 
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86th Assembly Authorizes New Negro Work Committee 


Movements in Cooperation and 
Wider Fellowship Endorsed By 


Overwhelming Vote 


Far-reaching plans of action and a 
willingness to take bold, new steps 
marked the 86th General Assembly as 
indicated in the summary appearing on 
the cover of this issue and as explained 
in more detail on following pages. 

Last week’s paper reported Assembly 
actions through Saturday afternoon. 


SATURDAY EVENING 


At the evening session the Moderator 
announced the composition of the 
special committee to consider all ques- 
tions coming to the Assembly regarding 
the Negro work. These had been nomi- 
nated by the delegations from the re- 
spective synods and divided into groups 
by the Moderator so as to provide ade- 
quate elder-minister representation. 
The committee included, Ministers: 
Ala., H. E. Russell; Ark., A. C. Mc- 
Kinnon; Ky., P. H. Pleune; Miss., 
W. H. MelIntosh; Mo., B. F. Hall; 
Snedecor, Moses E. James; S. C., C. I. 
Calcote; W. Va., Lloyd Courtney (who 
later was named chairman). Elders: 
Appalachia, W. W. Piper; Fla., E. E. 
Hazard; Ga., C. R. Wilcox; La., Rich- 
ardson Ayres; N. C., Arch B. Taylor; 
Okla., H. W. Duckworth? Tenn., H. W. 
Lindahl; Texas, I. B. McFarland; Vir- 
ginia, H. E. Biggs. 

Foreign Missions was the emphasis 
of the popular program, with Wallace 
M. Alston, standing committee chair- 
man, presiding. Richard T. Gillespie, 
candidate secretary, appealed for new 
missionaries. H. Kerr Taylor intro- 
duced forty or more foreign mission- 
aries to the Assembly, then presented 
Executive Secretary C. Darby Fulton, 
who told of his extensive trip to South 
America and Africa, studying today’s 
missionary needs and opportunities. Dr. 
Fulton’s challenge to new missionary 
endeavor was a stirring one, making a 
profound impression on the Assembly. 
Prolonged applause was accorded him 
at the close of his message. 


SUNDAY MORNING 


For the past two years it has been 
the rule of the Assembly that the Mod- 
erator shall not preach at the Sunday 
service, but that the retiring Modera- 
tor shall arrange in advance for the 
preacher of the occasion. Ansley C. 





ASSEMBLY NEWS 

This issue is devoted almost en- 
tirely to a report of the proceedings 
of the 86th General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Chureh, US, which 
elosed Tuesday night, May 28, at 
Montreat, N. C. Because of the high 
importance of the actions taken edi- 
torial comment and emphases are 
being withheld until next week in 
order to allow more space. With so 
many activities of far-reaching im- 
portance which were approved by the 
Assembly we consider the steps taken 
to be of such great concern to the 
church that we are providing an ac- 
count of it at the earliest possible 
moment. Interpretations will come 
later.—EDITORS. 











Moore, Mobile, Ala., was the preacher 
for the Sunday morning service, speak- 
ing on ‘“‘Days of Destiny.’’? Dr. Moore 
declared that these days of destiny (1) 
Draw out of us the demonic or the 
divine; (2) they demand a double de- 
votion to duty; (3) they ought not to 
dull our dreams; (4) in them we shall 
meet destruction or deliverance indi- 
vidually and collectively. 


In his concluding challenge he de- 
clared, 

“In days of destiny it is a great 
thing for the church to know what not 
to do as well as what to do! It’s no 
time to be quibbling over shibboleths; 
it’s no time to be divided into opposing 
camps; it’s no time to be calling each 
other names; it’s no time to be defend- 
ing the faith. 

“Let us dedicate ourselves here and 
now to preach and to practice—the truth 
that God is sovereign in his universe; 
that Christ is both Savior and Guide; 
that the gospel is relevant to our day 
which reeks with paganism and secular- 
ism; that God’s world has, worked into 
the warp and woof of it, a moral order; 
and the spiritual interpretation of life 
as the only thing that will please the 
heart of Christ.”’ 


More than forty elders assisted 
Henry Wade DuBose and W. L. Cald- 
well in the conduct of the communion 
service. 


SUNDAY AFTERNOON 


Religious education forces, with 
J. Chester Frist, Tampa, chairman of 
the standing committee, presented the 
popular meeting, with the entire pro- 
gram devoted to tributes to Henry W. 
McLaughlin, who is retiring as director 


Separate Agency Is Established; 
Stillman Institute Included; 
Further Study Ordered 


of country church and Sunday school 
extension after 21 years of distinguished 
service. Edward D. Grant, executive 
secretary, introduced the speakers and 
directed this part of the program. For- 
mer Moderator T. K. Young paid 
tribute to Dr. McLaughlin as “‘in a very 
true sense, my spiritual father,’’ and 
pointed to his far-reaching influence 
across the church. Cecil A. Thompson, 
Valdosta, Ga., said Dr. McLaughlin is a 
pastor of pastors who has succeeded 
because he has the mind of Christ, has 
seen the people, has used his mind, 
has worked, and has borne the heart 
of Christ. 

A message from Dumont Clark, presi- 
dent of the N. C. Farmers’ Alliance and 
originator of the Lord’s Acre Plan, 
praised Dr. McLaughlin as the Great 
Encourager. Wallace M. Alston, speak- 
ing for the executive committee, said 
three things are responsible for this 
man’s influence: (1) He’s a good man, 
a man of God, a true minister of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. (2) The investment 
he has made in people. He has used 
his God-given talent for friendship. (3) 
Because of the things for which he 
stands. tive him time and he turns 
any conversation to Sunday school ex- 
tension. Dr. Alston presented an in- 
scribed scroll on which were recorded 
tributes of praise by Dr. McLaughlin’s 
religious education colleagues. 

In responding to these tributes, Dr. 
McLaughlin said, ‘In hearing these 
words, I feel like Mark Twain, who 
spoke of the report of his death before 
it happened—‘Greatly exaggerated.’ The 
joy I have had in the work which my 
church has permitted me to do is re- 
ward enough. I drank in concern 
for the country church in my mother’s 
milk. . . . My forbears established the 
first Presbyterian extension Sunday 
school west of the Alleghenies. It’s in 
my blood and I can’t help it. . . . To 
you who come after me I throw the 
torch—lift it high—let it shine!’’ 

In the Moderator’s prayer of thanks- 
giving for Dr. McLaughlin, he prayed, 
‘May his example not be lost upon us 
but may there be in us a great desire 
to do as he has done. May he 
have the consolation of the gospel 
which he has preached and. shared and 
OW 2s 
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SUNDAY EVENING 
With the emphasis on Christian Edu- 
cation and Ansley C. Moore, chairman 
of the standing committee presiding, 
the Assembly heard Executive Secretary 
Wade H. Boggs stress the fundamental 
importance of Christian schools and col- 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


leges. Dr. Boggs introduced Harry G. 
Goodykoontz, director of student work, 
who told of the challenge of the 25,000 
Presbyterian students in the colleges of 
the South—that twelve per cent of 
Southern student bodies are Presby- 
terian. This work is important, he 





Appointments 


Radio (additions )-— 
P. H. Pleune, Louisville; Wm. H. 
Williams, Little Rock; P. D. Miller, 
San Antonio; T. E. Veitch, Stark- 
ville, Miss, (Present members in- 
clude, J. M. Alexander, chairman; 
R. A. Lapsley, Jr., J. H. Marion, Jr., 
A. R. Batchelor and §. J. Patterson, 
Jr.) 


Committee 


Assembly’s Training School Board 
(additions )—1947—-McLean Whittet, 
Richmond, Mrs. F. R. Crawford, 
Farmville, Va.; 1948—-George Mauze, 
Winston-Salem, N. C.; Frank Rennie, 
Richmond; 1949—Mrs. J. N. Thomas, 
Richmond; George Vick, Charleston, 
W. Va.; Mrs. W. M. Cannon, Con- 
cord, N. C. Others re-elected. 


Bible Cause (additions)—J. L. 
MeMillan, Norfolk, Va.; Fred V. 
Poag, Alexandria, Va.; M. Ray 


Doubles and Stuart Ragland, Rich- 
mond. 

War Relief Committee (additions) 
—D. P. McGeachy, Jr., Clearwater, 
Fla.; John K. Roberts, Danville, Va. 
Advisory Committee—Chas. E. 
Mount, Clarksdale, Miss.; and E. M. 
Munroe, Houston, Eugene Daniel, 
former Army chaplain, is this com- 
mittee’s special representative. His 
headquarters will be at the Foreign 
Mission Dept., Box 330, Nashville. 

World Council of Churches—Drs. 
MeMillan, Cunningham, Richardson 
and King, re-elected. 

Federal Council of Churches 
(changes and additions) 1947, Prin- 
cipals, S. E. Howie, Fayetteville, 
N. C., alternate to executive commit- 
tee; David L. Stitt, Austin, Texas; 
Alternates: John Leith, Nashville; 
Julian Lake, Bristol; M. Ray Doubles, 
Richmond; 1949—Principal, Robt. 
E. Kennington, Jackson, Miss.; alter- 
nate, John S, Land, New Orleans. 

New Committee on Negro Work: 
1948—-H. L. Gladney, Waterford, 
Miss.; J. McDowell Richards, Decatur, 
Ga.; M. Ray Doubles, Richmond; 
1949—W. L. Dansby, Tuscaloosa, 
Ala.; Frank C. Brown, Dallas; Arch 
B. Taylor, Winston-Salem, N. C.; 
1950—W. J. Gipson, New Orleans; 
Henry W. Mack, Richmond; Albert 
Kissling, Jacksonville, Fla. 

Mountain Retreat Association: 
Trustee of Montreat College, Ken- 
neth §. Keyes, Miami; Association 


Trustee, L. Nelson Bell. 
Woman's Work—1949—Mrs. J. W. 





By the 86th General Assembly 


and Elections 


McQueen, Birmingham; Mrs. J. M. 
Williams, Jr., McConnellsville, S. C. 

To Meeting of Presbyterian World 
Alliance, Geneva, 1947—J. M. Wells, 
George Summey, J. N. Thomas, J. R. 
McGregor, W. T. McElroy, J. I. Mc- 
Cord, Geo. H. Vick, J. M. Richards, 
Chas. G. Bruce, Wm. V. Gardner, 
P. D. Miller, Ansley C. Moore. 

Ad Interim Committee on Defense 
Service Council—P. H. Pleune, H. B. 
Blakely, J. A. Redhead, L. B. Nichols, 
Preston Stevenson, C. R. Wilcox, 
A. V. Gibson, 

Department of Christian Relations 
—1947, Stuart R. Oglesby, Atlanta, 
convenor; J. §. Land, New Orleans; 
J. Louie Logan, Nashville; George 
Wright, Asheville; 1946, J. McDowell 
Richards, Decatur, Ga.; R. A. Farns- 
worth, ; J. Ferra Van 
Meter, M. D., Lexington, Ky.; 1949, 
Ernest Trice Thompson, Richmond; 
Cary N. Weisiger, III, Augusta, Ga.; 
Robt. R. Wilson, Durham, N. C.; 
Annie Tait Jenkins, Atlanta. 

Christian Education and Minis- 
terial Relief—-New or additional, 
W.H. Pitts, Birmingham, 1948. Wade 
H. Boggs, reelected executive secre- 
tary for three year term. 

Religious Education and Publica- 


tion—1949, in addition to those re- 
elected, Harmon B. Ramsey, Blue- 
field, W. Va, Edward D. Grant, 


executive secretary, re-elected for 
three year term, 

Trustees of General Assembly— 
J. W. Melton, Jr., Baton Rouge, La., 
in addition to those re-elected. 

Stewardship—1947—-E. S. Papy, 
(church at large); T, K. Young from 
Foreign Misions; J. R. McGregor, Re- 
ligious Education. 

Missions—S. Hugh 
Decatur, Ga., (succeeding 
McCallie, Chattanooga, Tenn., 
resigned after 33 years’ serv- 
ice); in addition to those re-elected. 

Home Missions—1947—Wm. H. 
McCorkle, St. Louis, replacing D. L. 
Stitt, resigned, in addition to those 
re-elected, 

To Represent the Church in Pro- 
testing the President’s Representa- 
tive to the Vatican, with a Delegation 
from the Federal Council of 
Churches: J. A. MacLean, Rich- 
mond; A. L, Currie, alternate. 

Judicial Committee—1949, W. A. 
Gamble, Charlotte, N. C., in addition 
to those re-elected. 


Foreign 
Bradley, 
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said, because (1) There are so many 
students; (2) They will be our future 
leaders; (3) Students and professors 
with whom we work offer a magnifi- 
cent opportunity to turn our nation 
from secularism to a sounder founda- 
tion; (4) Every great movement in the 
history of the church since the first cen- 
tury has been led by highly educated, 
well trained individuals (for example, 
the beginning of the modern mission- 
ary movement at Williams College). 
The purpose of studént work is to build 
Jerusalem in the green and pleasant 
land that is the university campus. 

Most of the evening’s program cen- 
tered on the Assembly’s’ Training 
School, with President Henry Wade 
DuBose speaking of this 32-year-old 
institution and its needs and declar- 
ing that “‘scarcely any development in 
our church is of more importance than 
the discovery of the service that can 
be rendered by trained lay workers.” 

Dr. DuBose presented as speakers 
Betty C. Williams, president of the stu- 
dent body; Marjorie Patterson, Win- 
ston-Salem, N. C., who is to be student 
worker at Winthrop College, Rock Hill, 
S. C., and Mary Starke Higginbotham, 
Salem, Va., president of the young peo- 
ple of the Synod of Virginia and presi- 
dent of the Young People’s Council 
of the General Assembly. These young 
women told of the particular contri- 
butions which the training school makes 
in providing lay leadership for the 
church. 


MONDAY MORNING 


At the beginning of the Monday ses- 
sions, Wallace M. Alston presented a 
resolution, the later adoption of which 
instructed the permanent committee on 
cooperation and union to seek ways of 
promoting fellowship and understand- 
ing among American Presbyterians. 

The ad interim committee appointed 
by the 1945 Assembly to study the 
names, organfzations and functions of 
the executive committees of Christian 
education and ministerial relief and re- 
ligious education and publication, not 
having a report for the Assembly, was 
reappointed. 

Former Chaplain Julian Spitzer, now 
working among students at the Univer- 
sity of Tennessee, told the Assembly of 
present needs on college campuses 
among returning servicemen and their 
families. 

Early in the morning session the As- 
sembly limited speeches in debate to 
not more than ten minutes for the first 
speech and not more than five minutes 
for a second speech on the same sub- 
ject by any one commissioner. 

The Assembly, invited by R. C. 
Anderson to return to Montreat for 
the 1947 meeting, accepted the invi- 
tation and set the time, under tem- 
porarily suspended rules, for one week 
later—May 29. 

H. Kerr Taylor presented Benjamin 
Alvarez, pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church in Zitacuero, Mexico, and mod- 
erator of the Mexican General Assem- 
bly. Senor Alvarez, on the closing 
night of the Assembly, spoke on the 
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menace of Roman Catholicism in his 
land, declaring, “I am so happy that 
you are beginning to have trouble with 
the Roman Catholic Church in your 
country, for you will understand some- 
thing of the difficulties which we have 
been facing. . What I have to say 
to you is not about the Roman Catho- 
lic Church in America, but about the 
church as I know it in Mexico... ...” 

In presenting the standing commit- 
tee’s report on the Assembly’s Train- 
ing School, P. D. Miller, chairman, em- 
phasized the present need and oppor- 
tunity of this institution; told of its 
summer school and new summer school 
of music; of the need for enlarged 
facilities and new buildings, and of the 
importance of.a financial campaign for 
these objectives. Students at this in- 
stitution last year numbered 148, com- 
ing from 19 different states and more 
than 50 colleges and universities. 

At this point in the proceedings the 
Moderator requested Moses E. James, 
Snedecor Synod minister, from Flor- 
ence, S. C., to sing for the Assembly. 
Mr. James, with his rich bass, sang 
“Many Brave Hearts Are Asleep in the 
Deep.” Prolonged applause brought 
him back for an encore. Some commis- 
sioners, noting the oft repeated phrase 
—‘Danger Is Near, So Beware, Be- 
ware!” construed this as a prophecy 
of approaching issues of significant, if 
not dangerous, importance to the As- 
sembly. 

Charles C. Fisher, another Snedecor 
minister, from Selma, Ala., presented 
the report of the standing committee 
on Bible Cause, pointing to the pressing 
needs of this enterprise today. The As- 
sembly endorsed the Bible society’s 
work and recommended the usual, and 
larger support, and observance of the 
first Sunday in December as Bible Sun- 
day. 

The report on synodical records was 
presented by J. W. Marshall, El Dorado, 
Ark. 


MONDAY AFTERNOON 


War Relief activities held the As- 
sembly’s attention early in the after- 
noon session with Vernon S. Broyles, 
chairman, presenting Samuel McCrea 
Cavert, executive secretary of the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches, who has spent 
six months of the past year in Geneva, 
serving with the World Council of 
Churches. Dr. Cavert told of the-crucial 
struggle which is under way on the 
European continent (‘‘a different world 
than that which Americans know’’) 
with alarming problems of hunger and 
despair. He told of hopeful beginnings 
of the World Council of Churches and 
of its far-flung activities with especial 
emphasis on the present physical aid 
program in which churches can join. 
The program symbolizes something far 
more important than its size, he said. 
It indicates that there is at last a spirit 
of Christian unity which transcends 
both ecclesiastical and national divi- 
sions and which can express itself in 
united service. 

Dr. Broyles urged local churches to 
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set up material aid committees and 
asked support for the newly coordinated 
committee—Church World Service, Inc. 
Checks or cash for this work may be 
sent to E. C. Scott, Treas., War Relief 
Committee, Liberty Bank Building, 
Dallas 1, Texas, and material aid 
(goods) may be shipped to Church 
World Service Centers, New Windsor, 
Md., and Modesto, Calif. Dr. Broyles 
stressed the importance of church peo- 
ple supporting this central church or- 
ganization in preference to any secular 
organization. 

H. Kerr Taylor presented former 
Chaplain Eugene L. Daniel, now a spe- 
cial representative of the War Relief 
Committee, who will travel across the 
church stimulating support of the ma- 
terial aid program. ‘‘Hunger is a de- 
grading experience,”’ he said. ‘‘Men do 
things when they are hungry that they 
would not think of doing when their 
stomachs are full. There is no great 
turning to the Lord, as I saw it [he 
was a prisoner of war for two years], 
when men are hungry.” 


Foreign Relations Report 


Following this appeal the report on 
Foreign Relations was continued by 
Ernest Trice Thompson, standing com- 
mittee chairman, after having been car- 
ried over from the morning. A sum- 
mary of the more significant items in 
the report appears here. 

Twelve representatives of the church 
were approved for the 1947 meeting of 
the Alliance of Reformed Churches 
throughout the World Holding the Pres- 
byterian System, at Geneva, these repre- 
sentatives to bear their own expenses. 
(List of those nominated by the mod- 
erator appears in the section on elec- 
tions and appointments.) Gratitude 
was expressed for the progress of the 
World Council of Churches; greetings 
were sent to the various Presbyterian 
and Reformed denominations in 
America. 





Action on which all possibility of 
union with other bodies has hinged was 
taken at the recent meeting of the Gen- 
eral Synod of the Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian Church. This 142-year- 
old body which has had as a distinc- 
tive principal, ‘exclusive Psalmody,” 
permitting the use of no hymns, re- 
versed that rule by a 108-97 vote after 
submission to the six presbyteries. The 
new rule allows the use of both Psalms 
and hymns. 





The Assembly endorsed the following 
resolution submitted by the Federal 
Council of Churches to its constituent 
bodies: ‘‘It is in the interest of orderly 
procedure and mutual advantage that 
an ecclesiastical body should not re- 
ceive into its fellowship a minister or- 
dained by another denomination with- 
out first seeking information from the 
Church in which he was ordained.” 

Then, the Assembly (1) approved the 
report of the permanent committee on 
cooperation and union, expressing the 
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purpose and intention to present the 
revised and completed plan of union 
to the 1947 Assembly; (2) answered 
in the negative overtures seeking the 
dissolution of that committee, those 
seeking an early vote on the question, 
and one asking for a plan of federal 
union. (3) The Assembly answered in 
the affirmative an overture from Knox- 
ville Presbytery requesting negotations 
with the United Presbyterian Church 
looking toward union “with the under- 
standing that this undertaking is not 
meant to limit in any way our present 
negotiations with the Presbyterian 
Church, USA.” On these items, though 
the vote was not unanimous, there was 
no expressed opposition and only scat- 
tering votes of ‘‘No.” 


Church Property Amendment 

First significant division of opinion 
had to do with the proposed amend- 
ments to the Book of Church Order 
seeking new arrangements with regard 
to church property whereby local con- 
gregations could withdraw from the 
church and maintain all their property. 
The standing committee, though divided 
later on the Federal Council issue, 
unanimously recommended that the 
overture on this subject from Knoxville 
Presbytery be referred to the permanent 
committee on cooperation and union 
“for further study and with the instruc- 
tion that every effort be made to pro- 
tect these rights more adequately than 
is provided for in the present plan.’’ 

First speaker, seeking to gain Assem- 
bly endorsement of the property amend- 
ment, was H. T. Shockley, elder of the 
First church, Spartanburg, S. C. He 
charged those who raise the criticism 
of congregationalism regarding the 
property proposal as attempting to draw 
a red herring across the trail, referring 
particularly to editorial discussion of 
this matter which appeared in the May 
27 issue of THE PRESBYTERIAN OUT- 
LOOK. The proposal, he said, takes 
away no presbyterial rights except in 
the event of a merger; the purpose of 
the proposed amendment is to clarify 
what we already have; the inflow of 
gifts to our agencies now being cut off 
will continue so long as there is the 
possibility of union with the USA 
church; he appealed to ruling elders 
who, he said, have a weightier respon- 
sibility for the church property matter 
than do ministers, for, he stressed, 
“they go, we stay.” 

Dr. Thompson, chairman of the com- 
mittee, said, ‘‘As one who looks with 
favor on the early reunion of our 
churches, I have a great deal of sym- 
pathy for the purpose of these over- 
tures. When the time for reunion comes 
there must be justice and fairness. But 
these proposed amendments are not the 
way to gain it, for, according to well 
qualified lawyers, amendments to the 
present book of church order will be in- 
validated after the union, when the 
church will have a new book of church 
order. The proper place to make pro- 
vision for such matters is in the plan 
of reunion to which it is proposed that 
these plans be referred.’ 
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Lawrence Williams, Savannah, Ga., 
spoke of his fear of a split in the church 
in the event of union which would draw 
out the Synods of Georgia, South Caro- 
lina and Florida. McQueen Quattle- 
baum, Johnston, S. C., elder, said, “I’m 
not leaving the presbytery on the pos- 
sibility of having the church lost to us.” 
Then he went on, in a way that con- 
vulsed the Assembly, to make his plea 


for the amendments, illustrating what 
he feared would result from an inci- 


dent which occurred in Southern 


Methodist congregation in South Caro- 


one 


lina when American Methodists were 
reunited. Richardson Ayres, Alexan- 
dria, La., said, “It is amazing to me, 


a layman, that this question has even 
to be debated, for it is just a question 
of common honesty,” as he urged the 
amendment. 

Dunbar H. Ogden, chairman of the 
church’s committee on cooperation and 
union, said, “Our committee has been 
instructed to protect the church’s prop- 
erty within the Presbyterian framework. 
The present plan that any 
property appeal shall stop at the level 
of the regional synod thereby guaran- 
teeing that areas most concerned would 
determine matters. These 
proposals to change our Book of Church 
Order might well bring us disruption 
before any threatened might 
take place.” 

J. Benson Sloan, Union, S. C., urg- 
ing the amendment, said the present 
plan is admirably adapted to perpetuate 
litigation in the courts. W. S. Patter- 
son, Davidson, N. C., opposed having 
property ‘forcibly taken" from those 
who would not unite. 


proposes 


such 


division 


Would Cause Trouble 


Dr. Thompson, concluding the debate, 
declared, ‘‘While I sympathize with the 
purpose of these there 
other objections to them. (1) I 
not imagine anything that would cause 
more difficulty. They would not 
make a continuing church possible, they 
would make a continuing church in- 
evitable. (2) Most churches have been 
built by members of preceding genera- 
tions and by the 
not by the present congregation. (3) 
This amendment would allow the prop- 
erty to be taken out of the church by a 
very small minority. (4) Then there is 
no protection offered in this plan for 
the minority who wish to remain in 
the church of the fathers. If the plea 
is made that they should abide by the 
will of the majority, then the minority 
in the denomination might well 
iby the majority of the church at large. 
This proposal offers no protection what- 
soever to minority.”’ 

Dr. Thompson's committee 
tained 199-96 in 
three of the similar 
swered in the negative. 
reference of the 


overtures, are 
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the committee on cooperation and union, 
a new debate was begun when Ken- 
neth S. Keyes, of Miami, offered a sub- 
stitute motion “ordering” the commit- 
tee on union to incorporate the property 
provision in the plan of reunion. Now 
is the time, he said, to insert this legal 
provision. McQueen Quattlebaum, in 
this connection, asked Dr. Ogden, 
“What do you mean by ‘protecting’ the 
church property?’’ and Dr. Ogden’s re- 
ply that the property should be 
protected ‘“‘within the framework of 
Presbyterianism” as outlined in the 
plan with recourse to higher courts up 
further than the regional 
The substitute motion of Mr. 
Keyes lost by voice vote. 

James E. Cousar, Florence, S. C., pro- 
posed an amendment to the report re- 
quiring the mandatory inclusion in the 
Plan of Union of the declaratory state- 
ment, an in thesi deliverance of the As- 
sembly made in 1939 and other recent 
years, in which certain theological doc- 
trines are set apart as essential. The 
Moderator ruled this as new matter and 
not pertaining to the rest of the report. 
He himself appealed to the Assembly 
and was sustained in his decision. 


was 


to and no 
synod. 


Federal Council Discussion 


The Assembly commended the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches “for the mag- 
nitude, and importance of its 
work,’ without dissenting vote, but on 
the later point of answering certain 
overtures seeking withdrawal from the 
council, the court heard both majority 
and minority reports, though the stand- 
ing committee’s report as a whole had 
been adopted by the committee unani- 
Cary N. Weisiger, III, Au- 
gusta, Ga., presented a minority report, 
signed by seven, in which it was sought 
the church maintain only a 
consultative relationshtp to the coun- 
cil. He urged adoption of his report, 
which he said would provide for ad- 
ministrative cooperation and fellowship, 
but would not enable the coun- 
cil to speak in the church’s name or 
to bind the church. He spoke of guard- 
ing the voice of the church as ‘fa very 
precious instrument” and saying that 
spokesmen on the council were dele- 
gated to ‘“‘sign our name and go ahead.” 
He charged the council with radical pro- 
nouncements on theology. Then, he 
said, a consultative relationship would 
bring the church peace and rest on this 
issue. 

John M. Alexander, one of the 
church's two representatives on the 
council’s executive conamittee, opposed 
the arrangement, saying, 
the Federal Council, by its very consti- 
tution, cannot and does not speak for 
the churches. We can take its declara- 
can leave them. Half- 
way in and half-way out, would that be 
the way? We could sit in but have no 
vote. Episcopalians had the consulta- 
tive arrangement, but gave it up and 
all the way in. He gave as an 
analezy the consultative relationship of 
the United States to the League of 
Nations after the first World War and 
its relationship to the United Nations 
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now and its full cooperation therein. 

Vernon Patterson, elder in the First 
Church, Charlotte, N. C., asked, ‘‘I won- 
der if our church knew it was being 
spoken for on labor legislation.’”’ He 
charged leaders of the council with the- 
ological unsoundness, with pacifistic 
utterances; he pointed to statements on 
racial segregation, to a 1932 action on 
social policy, to industrial relations. 
Does our church want to have a part 
in these things? he asked 

Withdrawal Would Be Unbrotherly 

Dr. Thompson declared, “It is not 
true that the Federal Council commits 
the churches by its declarations; the 
consultative membership would keep us 
from shaping the actions of the coun- 
cil; such a step today as this action 
would require would be unbrotherly, 
for, he said, no church can be in the 
Federal Council unless it accepts offi- 
cially the deity of Christ. To refuse 
to cooperate with our sister churches 
would reflect upon them and it would 
reflect upon us. For us Presbyterians 
it would be a backward step. We are 
a creedal church. We can cooperate. 
I cannot imagine a worse disservice to 
the cause of Christian brotherhood and 
world brotherhood than by having our 
church advertise to the world its dis- 
trust of its sister churches. How can 
we persuade mankind, divided and suf- 
fering, that we have that gospel that 
can heal the sores of the world if by 
an action of this sort we make other 
sores, or how can we convince the world 
of our brotherhood in Christ when we 
advertise to the world our lack of 
brotherhood?” 

L. T. Wilds, Hendersonville, N. C., 
said, “I realize the importance of co- 
operation and the world’s need of this 
but what been the voice 
of the Federal Council for the past sev- 
eral years? If we have been in there 
all these years why haven’t we done 
something about that voice?” 

Dr. Richards Speaks 

J. McDowell Richards, president of 
Columbia Seminary, and a representa- 
tive of the church on the Federal Coun- 
cil’'s executive committee, was given the 
privilege of the floor. Said Dr. Rich- 
ards: “I do not agree with everything 
the Federal Council does. But if I could 
stay in an organization only when I 
can agree 100 per cent with every- 
thing that it does I do not know where 
I could belong not to the Presby- 
terian Church and I suspect not 
even in my own family.’’ He spoke of 
the vital importance of the church’s 
relationship to the World Council and 
declared that American contacts with 
this council were being made through 
the Federal Council. He spoke of the 
council’s leadership in evangelism and 
quoted the Assembly’s director on evan- 
gelism as testifying to the council’s 
great leadership in this field and of the 
value of its work to the Presbyterian 
Chureh in that particular. He pointed 
to the War Relief program and to op- 
portunities to bear a united Christian 
witness in many ways. “I do not be- 
lieve our church could take a step that 
would be more definitely in a backward 
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direction in this time of chaos than for 
us to say to the Federal Council, We 
will take what you have to give and 
contribute nothing,’”’ he concluded. 


Mr. Weisiger said he was puzzled by 
contradictory statements—that the 
Federal Council is the voice of Prot- 
estantism and that it cannot be that 
voice. The test of a voice is not how 
loud it is, but how true. 

The Assembly defeated the proposal 
to establish a consultative relationship 
by a vote of 214-78; then by voice vote 
sustain the committee’s recommenda- 
tion by which full membership is con- 
tinued. 

Dr. Thompson, for his committee, 
recommended that the present method 
of financing the council’s work be dis- 
continued (the required per capita tax 
paid to the Assembly’s treasurer in- 
volves mandatory support) and that the 
Stewardship Committee place the coun- 
cil in the budget beginning April 1, 
1948. This was adopted without op- 
position. 

The Foreign Relations report, carry- 
ing items relating to War Relief, recom- 
mended full support of Church World 
Service, Inc., as ‘‘a sure and quick chan- 
nel through which people can get ma- 
terial aid to the suffering people of the 
world,’’ commending to every church the 
promotion of this channel. This was 
adopted as was the recommendation 
that each congregation set up a con- 
tinuing committee to collect material 
aid for Europe and Asia. Mr. Daniel, 
the War Relief representative, was 
commended to the churches. 

Program of Acquaintance 

A supplemental report having to do 
with a resolution presented by Wallace 
M. Alston was adopted by the Assem- 
bly with only a few scattering votes 
in opposition. It is as follows: 


“Recognizing the importance of closer 
acquaintance between the ministers and 
members of the Presbyterian Churches 
of our country, the General Assembly 
takes the following action: 

“1. We recommend that in those 
synods and presbyteries where there is 
considerable overlapping with other 
Presbyterian bodies, occasional joint 
meetings of the church courts be held, 
in which the business sessions be sepa- 
rate while the devotional and inspira- 
tional services be united. 

“2. We recommend that in our 
synods and presbyteries where there is 
not large overlapping, there be an ex- 
change of inspirational speakers with 
other Presbyterian bodies. ; 

“*3. We recommend that in a similar 
manner there be exchanges of ministers 
from time to time in our larger 
churches. 

“4. The General Assembly authorizes 
and instructs its permanent committee 
on cooperation and union to inquire into 
the possibility of holding, in a given 
community, as soon as may be prac- 
ticable, simultaneous meetings of the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, US, and the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church, USA, in 
which there would be joint devotional 
and inspirational services. 

“5. The Assembly further instructs 
its permanent committee on cooperation 
and union to encourage and recommend 
other appropriate methods by which a 
greater measure of fellowship and un- 
derstanding among American Presby- 
terilans may be achieved.” 
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MONDAY EVENING 

Home Missions was the emphasis at 
the popular evening meeting with John 
M, Alexander, chairman of the standing 
committee, presiding. He introduced 
S. B. Lapsley, educational secretary, 
who presented representatives of 
various home missions activities. A 
feature of the program was the demon- 
stration, using giant photographs, of 
the actual accomplishments of the 
Home Missions Emergency Fund, show- 
ing churches built and chapels erected 
in many parts of the Assembly. This 
was followed by a presentation by B. M. 
Larsen, of the Home Missions Council, 
of Leslie H. Patterson, director of the 
emergency campaign. Mr. Patterson 
stressed the permanency of this work 
as he urged the establishment of a 
church in every suburb of every city 
of the South. If we do not take the 
church to the people, he said, the peo- 
ple will not go to the church. No other 
investment in all the world pays like 
this kind of home mission work. 

Dr. Alexander then presented the 
standing committee’s Home Missions re- 
port, approving the executive commit- 
tee’s outline of a Program of Advance 
as described in these columns in recent 
weeks. Other items reported at that 
time were also approved as reported— 
the $100,000 equalization fund to pro- 
tect home missions salaries, the $163,- 
303 beginning of a revolving extension 
fund, the home mission study book by 
R. A. Lapsley, Jr., ‘‘Home Mission In- 
vestments,” the election of S. B. Laps- 
ley as educational secretary, the assign- 
ment of the Chinese Mission in New 
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Orleans as the young people’s financial 
objective for the year. 
Mortgage Rule Rescinded 

Without opposition the Assembly sus- 
tained the standing committee’s recom- 
mendation that overtures from Suwan- 
nee and Concord Presbyteries regard- 
ing mortgages on buildings erected by 
Home Mission Emergency Fund gifts 
be answered by this action: ‘‘That the 
practice of requiring a security in the 
form of a legal claim against the prop- 
erty for donations from the Home Mis- 
sion Emergency Fund be discontinued, 
and that any such security covering pre- 
vious donations from the Home Mis- 
sions Emergency Fund be released. It 
is to be noted that this action does not 
apply to donations from the funds of 
the Executive Committee of Home Mis- 
sions.’’ This last sentence, it was ex- 
plained, referred to loans from a re- 
volving fund under the direction of 
the executive committee. 

Kenneth S. Keyes, chairman, brought 
the standing committee’s report on 
Finance, Budget and Rules. Among 
other business items of the Assembly 
the committee recommended a nine cent 
per capita tax, calling attention that 
an increase to ten cents would be neces- 
sary in 1948-49; the Assembly increased 
the annual appropriation to the His- 
torical Foundation at Montreat from 
$7,600 to $10,000. In answer to a 
Knoxville overture it pointed out that 
the Montreat plan is available for en- 
tertainment of the Assembly by any 
church inviting the Assembly. A bud- 
get of $54,368 for General Assembly 
expenses was approved. 





Fraternal Greetings 


TO THE US CHURCH 
The 158th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America, meeting in Atlantic City, N. J., sends warm greetings to 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States. May 


God in his good providence join -us together, not only in spirit but also soon 
in organic life, that with united and increased strength we may serve him in 
winning the world to Jesus Christ, our Divine Lord and Savior. This mes- 
sage and our fraternal delegate, Dr. Harrison Ray Anderson, bear our respect 
and love. 


FREDERICK W. EVANS, Moderator. 


TO THE USA CHURCH AND TO THE UP CHURCH 


Mindful of our common inheritance and of the faith which unites us in 
Christ Jesus our Lord, the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States sends to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States of America affectionate greetings, with the prayer that 
we may be brought into closer and more effective Christian fellowship. 

J. B. GREEN, Moderator. 


TO THE ARP CHURCH 


Mindful of our common heritage, the faith which unites us in Christ 
Jesus, our happy fellowship, and the essential unity of our outlook, the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, US, sends affectionate greetings 
to the General Synod of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, meeting 
in Bon Clarken. We look forward with eager desire to the time when our 
two churches may become one church in the Lord, and remind you once more 
that on our side the door is always open. 


J. B. GREEN, Moderator. 

















TUESDAY MORNING 


J. C. Frist, Tampa, Fla., presented 
the standing committee’s report on Re- 
ligious Education and Publication (with 
recommended elections as noted under 
Appointments and Elections), approv- 
ing a goal of 500 new Sunday schools 
for the current church year and other 
items reported in the recent summary 
in these columns (May 27 The As- 
sembly approved the new Presbyterian 
Youth Fellowship Program, urging all 
local congregations to reorganize their 
youth work for seniors and older young 
people between October 1, 1946, and 
March 31, 1947, wherever practicable. 
As in other the Third Quad- 
rennial Presbyterian Youth Convention 
on World Missions to be held in Nash- 
ville, December 27-30, was commended. 


reports 


One action of the Assembly, in adopt- 
ing this report, which was a new step 
in cooperation, adopted for optional use 
in the churches the Revised Book of 
Common Worship with the following 
statement to be carried on the fly leaf: 
“Approved by the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America and by the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States.”’ 


Report on Negro Work 


At this time the report which had 
been more widely discussed than any 
other and which had required the ap- 


pointment of a special committee with 
representatives of the respective synods, 
was presented by Lloyd Courtney, who 
had been made chairman. This com- 
mittee, by a 10-4 vote, but without a 
minority report, recommended adoption 
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The 86th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in theBates, 


of the report of the ad interim commit- 
tee which had been headed by Price H. 
Gwynn. First speaker in opposition was 
a member of the committee, W. H. Mc- 
Intosh, Hattiesburg, Miss. Dr. McIntosh 
said, ‘“‘The report proposes the most mo- 
mentous action taken by the Southern 
Presbyterian Church in many years. 
There’s a great deal more in it than a 
casual reading of it would indicate. It 
involves a complete reconstruction of 
the entire program of our church. It 
commits us to a program that involves 
the whole policy of our church. 
Negroes are just lost, guilty persons like 
the rest of us until they are redeemed, 
and here we are proposing a new de- 
partment and a separate department. 

The report has much to do with 
social and political and economic aims. 
. . It involves a complete repudiation 
of the work of Home Missions we’ve 
been trying to do all these years. It in- 
volves the attention of the church in 
things that have heretofore been con- 
sidered outside the church’s work.” Dr. 
McIntosh did not specify what these 
things might be. 

Next speaker, also in opposition, was 
John M. Ward, Montgomery, Ala., an 
elder and a member of the board of 
trustees of Stillman Institute. He said, 
“Not any of us can find much objection 
to the goals here outlined but 
we object to the means . to set up 
a separate agency to do this work. Our 
work among the Negroes may have been 
neglected; certainly our church has not 
measured up in evangelism and edu- 
cation, but if we take the whole field 
the Home Missions Committee has to 
cover with its budget then it will be 
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seen that it has been proportionate. If 
there has been neglect it is the respon- 
Mr. Ward out- 
he felt a 
separate arrangement would not be wise 
Then he said, 
church will provide the funds we can 


sibility of all of us.” 
lined several reasons why 


or necessary. “If our 


accomplish this work within the frame- 
work of the present structure.” 


Fitzhugh Clark, of Atlantic Beach, 
Fla., said, ‘“‘SSomeone has said, Thank 
God when a bad matter gets worse; 
then something will be done about it.” 
Visit Union Seminary, then visit Still- 
man Institute. That will be the best 
argument for the adoption of the re- 
port. 


Deeper Reason for Failure 


John A. MacLean, Richmond, de- 
clared, ‘‘This report has served at least 
one good purpose. It has called our at- 
tention to what we have felt deep down 
in our hearts all the time. But the 
explanation of our failure goes far 
deeper than any responsibility of any 
group. We are failing to reach not only 
the Negro but others. Our church is a 
class church, limited almost exclusively 
to people in the middle income 
brackets. We have failed to reach the 
masses of people, in striking contrast 
to our Lord, of whom it was said, ‘The 
common people heard him gladly.’ 
There’s something limited and lacking 
in our appeal. How can we hope to 
reach large numbers unless we reach 
down in ways they can understand? 


‘ . As a Southerner and a Southern 
Presbyterian and with a deep and abid- 
ing devotion to my church, I am never- 
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in theBates, meeting at Montreat, North Carolina, May 23-28, 1946 


theless convinced that a large part of 
our failure is to be attributed to the 
phraseology of the standards of our 
church.”’ Dr. MacLean suggested a 
committee composed of the professors 
of theology in the church’s four semi- 
naries to study the standards and to re- 
port back to the next Assembly as to 
their findings. This, he said, would be 
to get at the root of our trouble. 

Robert F. Boyd, Charlotte, N. C., 
minister, said, ‘‘I do not feel that our 
standards are in any way responsible 
for our failure in Negro work. Let's 
not make any move toward changing 
this book. We've changed it enough 
already.” 


Peter H. Pleune, Louisville, a mem- 
ber of the special committee who had 
voted against the report, said, “It is 
manifest that some change needs to 
be made, but all the other churches are 
doing Negro work better than we, but 
not as a separate work. I favor put- 
ting the educational work under our 
committee on Christian education -and 
leaving the home mission work under 
the Home Mission Committee with a 
sub-committee, on which there will be 
Negro members, in charge. 

Another member of the committee 
who spoke was E. E. Hazard, Jack- 
sonville, Fla., who favored the report. 
“This ad interim report has a great 
deal of meat in it,’’ he said. ‘It is the 
product of the best thought of leaders 
in our religious and secular life here in 
the South. The Negroes them- 
selves feel that we must place this mat- 
ter in the hands of a group that has 
nothing else to do but to direct this 
work. . . . Every layman on the spe- 


cial committee but one favored this re- 
port.” 


Dr. Gwynn Speaks 


Dr. Gwynn, chairman of the ad in- 
terim committee, said, “I agree that this 
is a momentous decision to be made by 
this General Assembly. This is a clarion 
call to a new day in the work among 
the Negroes in the South for whose 
salvation we are responsible. . . . In 
beginning this study I was amazed to 
discover that five million Negroes in 
the South, more than half, are out- 
side the church. The Protestant Church 
had better begin to consider that ques- 
tion for the welfare of this country 
and for our people. They are facing 
now the appeal of Communism and 
Roman Catholicism. . There is no 
greater challenge before us than to do 
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something not for the Negro—God for- 
bid—but in cooperation with the Negro. 
In reports of the Home Missions 
Committee across the years I do not 
find a philosophy that is adequate for 
our needs in this work. . . Any group 
for whom work is done deserves repre- 
sentation on the committee directing 
its work; even secular organizations do 
this, but in no reports or recommenda- 
tions do we find any suggestion that 
this be done. Now, two committees 
working on this report have come to 
the same conclusion. Every part of 
the report depends on every other part. 
I want God’s will to prevail in 
this matter. I believe that after today 
the Southern Presbyterian Church will 
be concerned for the souls of the five 
million Negroes of the South.” 
An elder who was on the special com- 
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mittee, Arch B. Taylor, Winston-Salem, 
N. C., supported the ad interim com- 
mittee’s recommendation, saying, “I 
went into this committee thinking that 
the work ought to be done by the 
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present committee, but hour after hour 
the force was overwhelming that a sepa- 
rate committee is imperative. 

What we have done for the Negro —_ 
been, for the most part, benevolent; 
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seldom has it been fraternal; fre- 
quently it has been brutal. . . . Roman 
Catholic activities in my city in behalf 
of the Negro have awakened us. . 
We've been willing for the Negro to 
go to hell by himself, but now we don’t 
want him to go to heaven as a Roman 
Catholic. The last eighty years 
we have done nothing. . . . We’ve had 
no desire to see the Negro achieve. Men 
talk about keeping the Negro in his 
place. What is his place? It’s any place 
he by his own work and effort can 
achieve. We've had enough of 
the rope in the South. . . We’ve had 
too much paternalism.” 


Snedecor’s Minister’s Appeal 


The only Negro to participate in the 
debate was Moses E. James, Florence, 
S. C., who began by standing on the 
platform and saying, “This is a hot 
place up here! But at the same time 
this is a day of destiny among my people 
and for every minister who has any 
initiative. The psychological effect of 
the passing of this measure among the 
ministers of our synod who have 
initiative—and we have many—will be 
great. They will be challenged to con- 
tribute to the cause. They will re- 
double their efforts. There are some 
in our group who are weak-kneed, but 
there are others who are eager to go 
forward. The adoption of this report 
would bring a new day to our church. 
My plea and my cry to you is for the 
salvation of those in Snedecor Synod. 

. You will have their loyal support 
and you will not be ashamed of them. 
The matter of my people rests with 
you.” 

The question was called by the As- 
sembly and the chairman who had pre- 
sented the report for the committee, 
Dr. Courtney, explained that he could 
not make the closing statement since 
he had opposed the report. “I do not 
favor fully this report,” he said. “I am 
fully in sympathy with the goals, but 
I am more and more convinced that 
the goals sought can be achieved much 
more directly and much more simply.” 
He then asked B. Frank Hall to speak 
for the committee. When this privi- 
lege was challenged, Dr. Hall declined 
to speak, saying, ‘‘Mr. James has stated 
our case adequately and I will not need 
to speak further.” 

The vote was taken and it was so 
overwhelmingly in favor of adoption of 
the ad interim report that the voice 
vote sufficed. 

An overture from Central Texas Pres- 
ibytery asking for more effective work 
for Negroes was answered by reference 
to the action on the ad interim com- 
mittee’s report, while one from the 
Synod of Missouri asking the dissolution 
of Snedecor Synod in order that Negro 
churches might be transferred to the 
presbyteries within whose geographical 
bounds they labor was answered by 
reference to the constituent presby- 
teries and to the overlapping presby- 
teries. 


Separate Church Recommended 
Following this action William Crowe, 
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re Jr., introduced the following resolution, duced—Dr. Israel Gueiros (M. D.) by Brazil, declared in a moving address, 
= which was seconded by W. H. McIntosh, C. Darby Fulton, and Dona Cecelia ‘This is the greatest day in my life. 
alf and was adopted by the Assembly by a Rodrigues de Siqueira by Miss Janie I was so anxious to come here and tell 
i vote of 192-51: McGaughey. Dr. Gueiros, a minister you, Thank you, in the name of the 
and a physician who comes from a Presbyterians of Brazil, because the love 
nt “That the Assembly’s Committee OR prominent and influential family in of Jesus Christ in your hearts compelled 
lan Negro Work be instructed to: 
ars “1. Explore the possibility of set- 
ad ting up a separate Presbyterian Church 

for Negroes with the present conzrega- 
len tions of the Assembiy, of the Presby- 
his terian Church, USA. and of the United 
ace Presbyterian Church; with a gencrous ENS 

ace in our budget for its support. = 
= “ “9. Explore the possibility pe i ‘adda 
of a preparatory school out of Stillman In- ul 
lad stitute, and of entering into negotiations iy { | \ 

for sending the college students to col- Ir 
leges alreadv well es: ablished and oner- 
ated by the Presbyterian Church, USA. ’ 

“3. Explore the possibility of sending 
the the seminary students to our own semi- 
ice, naries.”’ 
the . ‘ ‘ ‘ 
hot Following this action, and on motion 
lane of B. Frank Hall, the Assembly stood 

to offer a vote of confidence in the Home 
a Missions Committee of the church. In 
- of speaking to adopt this motion, Dr. 
h Crowe said, “It is not the Home Mis- 
be sions committee, but our whole church 
be that has been responsible for our failure 
ony in Negro work. Our church has not 
a wanted our Negro work... . .”’ 
=e O. C. Williamson, Charlotte, N. C., 


moved the appointment of the follow- 


— ing committee to nominate the newly 
bers authorized committee on Negro work: 
Dp Dr. Hall, Moses E. James, P. H. Gwynn, 


Cc. R. Wilcox and E. E. Hazard. When 


be this committee reported later in the 
‘ day, in addition to the members of the . ° ° ° 
pant Se a ee eee A governor of a certain state, leaving on a fishing trip, suddenly 
with Appointments and Elections) the fol- — stopped. He had forgotten something ... and went back for 
lowing recommendations were also 
‘aa adopted: his current copy of ... you guessed it... The Upper Room! "I 
pre- “That the Assembly’s committee on never go any place without 2,” he explained. 
ttee, Necro work be neither an executive 
ould committee or a permanent committee, - 
ince but a committee of the Assembly with A prominent doctor, starting on a vacation trip, remembered, a 
wat Fr —— Pg a ie com- 
' mittee on Stewardship anc Joman’s H + H 
Ses Ga snk ar Us te cae ae a ee hundred miles from home, that he had forgotten to bring his copy 
but members, arranged in three classes, so 4 
a that three members will he elizible for Of The Upper Room... . stopped at a country church beside the 
election by each Assembly ee 
nek “We further recommend that three road, looked up the minister, and got one! 
ly. of the nine members, one of each class 
peak of three, be Negroes... . ° 
rivi- “We recommend that the Assembly On your vacation... as well as all summer long ... be sure you 
ined refer to this committee the reorgani- 
ome ration of Stilman Tstitrte wlone. the have The Upper Room handy. Your daily devotions will mean 
n lines set forth in the renort of the ad 
nee interim committee, with instructions to 1 
nominate trustees’ to the next Assen just as much or more to you when off the beaten path or relaxed 
7. e 
' pe “We further recommend that Me- in mind and body. 
a ante Richards be named convenor and 
roice e instructed to convene the committee . H 
at the earliest possible moment. for the The issue for the summer quarter—July, August, September—is 
res- purpose of organizing the work, elect- ~— e 
“es ing a secretary of Negro work. and pre- now ready for mailing. Get a copy at your church, or if not 
paring a manual for the procedure of 7 Pe te — 
ence the committee.” available there, send us your individual subscription today. 
com- 
the As the Assembly closed the morn- P 
ition ing session P. D. Miller declared, Ten or a a ~ one eit, 5 sae per 
7 ‘Tanith. 6 we thnk wares a ; copy, postpaid. Single yearly subscriptions in 
“=e : : t we ve done some- U. S., Canada, and Latin America, 30 cents, 
| the thing about the Negro work this morn- postpaid; four years, $1.00. Other countries, 
nical ing we are efooling ourselves. We'd 40 cents; four years $1.35. Order from 
l by better go home and get down on our 
2sby- knees and confess our sins and then get 


co Papeete Che Upper Room 


Visitors from Brazil 


l In the midst of the morning’s work Medical Arts Building Nashville 3, Tennessee 
owe, two visitors from Brazil were intro- 
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you to send the missionaries to my peo- 


ple, to my nation, to myself. I am not 
a foreigner here; outside, in the streets, 
I am a foreigner, but here I am one of 
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you. We are one in Jesus Christ... . 
You sent not only ministers but saints 
to work and to live in Brazil. You 
transformed our family entirely. . 

Go on to save my country and the 
world for Christ.’ 

“Dona Cecelia,” as she is widely 
known, is the wife of the Rev. Cicero 
Siqueira, Brazilian pastor. She is the 
mother of eight children. Since 1938 
she has been executive secretary for 
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Woman’s Work in the Presbyterian 
Church of Brazil and for a long While 
an active leader in the cultural life of 
her country. Said Mrs. Siqueira, ‘All 
my life I have wished to come to this 
country to tell these people what has 
been done for us and for our country 
by the American missionaries. We see 
your work in every way that the coun- 
try has developed—in education, in bet- 
ter standards of life, even to raising the 
position of women in society. . . . God 
bless this church now and forever for 
the great things you have done through 
your missionaries in my country.” 

Both of these speakers are available 
for itineraries in the church through 
H. Kerr Taylor, Nashville. 


TUESDAY AFTERNOON 


Christian education and ministerial 
relief reports and recommendations 
from the standing committee were pre- 
sented by Ansley C. Moore, chairman. 
The report included items referred to 
here last week and others. Money to 
be used for the challenge fund for the- 
ological. seminaries and for the com- 
petitive scholarship fund will be in- 
creased to $30,000. The need for more 
candidates for the ministry and mission 
service was emphasized. Present oper- 
ation and resources of the annuity fund 
for ministers forbids any liberalization 
of its provisions. 


Graham Building Overture 


Most discussed item regarding the 
Christian education committee in recent 
weeks has had to do with the sale of 
the Graham Building in Jacksonville, 
Fla. Commissioners from Suwannee 
Presbytery came to the Assembly to re- 
inforce their overture protesting the 
sale of the building as reported here 
May 20. The standing committee was 
upheld without dissent as it presented 
the following recommendation to the 
Assembly: 


“After thorough and prayerful con- 
sideration of all available information 
and testimony pertinent to the issue 
involved in this overture, it is the judg- 
ment of the standing committee: 

“First, that the Presbytery of 
Suwannee functioned within its rights 
in calling in question the action of the 
executive committee in the sale of the 
Graham Building, since all the work of 
an executive committee is subject to 
review by the General Assembly, of 
which the presbytery is a constituent 
part. 

“Second, that the presbytery was 
motivated by a sincere desire to safe- 
guard the interest of the church, and 
acted out a sense of its stewardship re- 
sponsibility. 

“On the other hand, it is the judg- 
ment of this committee: 

“First, that the time the sale of the 
Graham Building was effected, the 
executive committee realized a reason- 
able return on its investment. 

“Second, that the testimony and other 
evidence indicates that th® funds of the 
church are being handled by the Execu- 
tive Committee of Christian Education 
and Ministerial Relief in a wise, sound, 
scrupulously honest and careful man- 
ner. 

“Third, that the appointment of an 
ad interim committee to study the ad- 

(Continued on page 15) 








a a ae a aa a enh tbe ii, i ee ss od 2 2 ck Le ee et ee ee ee Lee 


~~ 2 — 2 


an af ar te « 


ae ee ee a a ee ee a ae a a a ae a ee 





rian 
hile 
> of 
‘All 
this 
has 
ntry 

see 
yun- 
bet- 

the 
God 

for 
ugh 


able 
ugh 


erial 
Lions 
pre- 
man. 
d to 
y to 
the- 
com- 
» in- 
more 
ssion 
oper- 
fund 
ation 


- the 
ecent 
le of 
ville, 
innee 
oO re- 
r the 

here 
> was 
ented 
>» the 


- con- 
ation 

issue 
judg- 


y of 
rights 
yf the 
of the 
ork of 
act to 
ly, of 
ituent 


yr was 





JUNE 10, 1946 


BIBLE STUDY 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


Learning About the Kingdom 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JUNE 16 


Luke 9:23-24; 46-48; 


Mark tells us that Jesus came into 
Galilee preaching good news about God 
and saying, The time is fulfilled and the 
Kingdom of God is at hand; repent and 
believe in the good news (Mark 1:14- 
15). Luke tells us that Christ presented 
himself alive after his passion to the 
disciples by many proofs, appearing to 
them during forty days and speaking of 
the kingdom of God. (Acts 1:3.) From 
the beginning of his ministry to the end 
his message centered about the idea of 
the Kingdom of God, i. e., God’s reign 
over men, Our lessons this week in- 
clude a few of his many teachings about 
the Kingdom, 


I. Principles of the Kingdom 


The first three passages set forth some 
of the fundamental principles of the 
Kingdom—three evidences that men 
have accepted God’s reign for their 
lives. 

1. Self Denial, Luke 9:23-24. “If 
any man would come after me let him 
deny himself . . .”’ It is unfortunate 
that many Christians think that Jesus 
meant only that his disciples must deny 
certain things to themselves. True 
there are some things which we must 
deny ourselves. But Jesus’ words go 
deeper. ‘‘Himself’” is the direct object, 
not the indirect object. Jesus does not 
say that a man must deny something to 
himself, but that he must deny himself 
—deny himself as the object and goal 
of his existence—take self off the throne 
—seek first God’s Kingdom and his 
righteousness. ‘‘When self-will crosses 
God’s will, or God’s will crosses self- 
will, self-will should be given up, cru- 
cified on the will of God, so that God’s 
will may be followed as the way of life 

. . To refuse to take God’s will as the 
law of our lives, even when it runs 
counter to self-will or natural inclina- 
tion is to be numbered among those who 
are not the followers of Christ.” 

“And take up his cross.’ Unfortu- 
nately many Christians think that the 
cross refers here to the sorrows and the 
trials of life. It is true that heartache, 
agony, and tears come to all of us sooner 
or later and that Christians must bear 
these burdens in a spirit quite different 
from that of the world. But that is not 
what Jesus means by “taking up our 
cross.” ‘It may be ironical,’ says Dr. 
D. C. Mackintosh, “but it is nevertheless 
true that the Cross of Christ has been 
very commonly used by his supposed 
disciples to encourage them in not bear- 
ing the cross themselves . . AS an 
extreme illustration of this I recall the 
case of a business man whose methods 
were recognized by the whole com- 
munity, including himself, as deviating 


57-62; 11:1-4; 19:20-21. 


widely from honesty and justice, and 
who said, in a conversation about the 
Christian life: ‘I know that I’m not liv- 
ing a good life; but then I’m not trust- 
ing in the merits of Christ, and in his 
death as my substitute on the Cross. 
And when I told this to the minister 
who was here before you, he said I was 
all right.” 


But Jesus said: “If any man would 
come after me let him deny himself and 
take up his cross daily and follow me.” 
The cross was the instrument of death. 
Jesus meant that every man who fol- 
lowed him must deny himself, accept 
God’s will for his life, to such an extent 
that he would be willing if necessary to 
be crucified. 


“We have an old and familiar hymn, 
which still seems to be a _ general 
favorite: ‘In the cross of Christ I glory.’ 
It is a perfectly good hymn, but some- 
times I wonder what people are think- 
ing about when they sing it with such 
heartiness. Note Paul’s use of the same 
expression, and what it seems to have 
meant for him: ‘God forbid that I 
should glory, save in the Cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, whereby the world 
is crucified unto me, and I unto the 
world’ (Gal. 6:14). ‘I am crucified with 
Christ’ (Gal. 2:20). ‘What things were 
gain to me [ counted loss for Christ that 
I might know the fellowship of his 
sufferings’ (Phil. 3:7, 10). The Cross 
of Christ meant to Paul not a substitute 
for his own bearing of the cross, but 
something in which he could share with 
Christ in his vicarious, redemptive sery- 
ice and suffering on behalf of men and 
for the furthering of God’s Kingdom on 
earth.” (D. C. Mackintosh: Social Re- 
ligion.) 


2. Humility. One mark of a follower 
of Jesus is self-denial; a second is 
humility. As the disciples walked back 
to Capernaum from Caesarea Philippi 
(where Jesus had taught the previous 
lesson) a dispute arose among them as 
to which of them was the greatest. It 
appears from this and other verses that 
while the disciples did not understand 
the fate that awaited Jesus in Jerusa- 
lem, they did realize that things were 
approaching a crisis. Apparently they 
thought that there would be a brief 
period of conflict followed by the es- 
tablishment of Jesus’ reign upon earth 
as Messianic king. And they were be- 
ginning to think about the various posts 
which they should occupy—who should 
hold the highest position, receive the 
largest salary, merit the greatest honor, 
wield the widest influence. Probably no 
one of them actually claimed the highest 
post, but each of them hoped that it 
might be he, and had reasons which he 
kept to himself to sustain this hope. 
When Jesus saw the “reasoning of their 
hearts,” he took a little child and set 
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him by his side, and said, ‘‘Whosoever 
shall receive this little child in my name 
receiveth me...” 


Jesus’ purpose evidently was to turn 
away his disciples’ minds from thoughts 
of ambition to thoughts of ministry. 
“Instead of coveting place and power, 
they should think of the weak and de- 
pendent ones with whom Jesus had 
identified himself, and by protecting, 
serving, and loving whom, they will re- 
ceive not only Christ, but also his 
Father, since ‘whoever receives me re- 
ceives him who sent me.’ ‘For,’ con- 
tinues, Jesus, ‘he that is least among 
you all, the same is great’—not the 
greatest, but great. He thus gives no 
encouragment to the desire to be above 
others. It is possible for all in the 
Kingdom to have this greatness, and 
there is no need for anyone to measure 
himself against others, The standard 
is Christ’? (Plumer), 


Commenting on this passage, a 
modern Jewish scholar, C. G. Montifiore, 
says, “The rabbis were never weary of 
preaching humility and its greatness 

. But the combination of humility 
with service . . as a special char- 
acteristic of the religion of Jesus was 
a new thing when he preached it.” 


83. Complete Commitment. Further 
requirements for true dicipleship are 
revealed in Jesus’ dealing with three 
would-be followers. Psychology tells 
us there are two types of human will— 
the precipitate type, eager, active, im- 
petuous; and the obstructed type, 
cautious, irresolute, entangled. If this 
distinction holds, the first man belongs 
to the first classification; the other two 
to the last. 


The first man was carried away by 
his enthusiasm. Without stopping to 
consider the implications of his act, he 
cried out, “‘Master, I will follow thee 
withersoever thou goest.’’ Jesus re- 
plied: ‘‘The foxes have holes and the 
birds of the heaven have nests, but the 
Son of Man hath not where to lay his 
head.” He is eager for men to avow 
their discipleship, but he does not wish 
them to follow him under any misunder- 
standing as to what it means. He tells 
this man to count the cost, and warns 
him that he must be willing to undergo 
hardship. What warning would he give 
to such a disciple today? 

The second man was willing to re- 
spond to Jesus’ invitation—after a 
while, “Suffer me first to go and bury 
my father,’ he said. The man’s father 
was still alive, or he would have been 
at the house and not with Jesus. The 
man meant that he could not follow 
Jesus while his parents were living. But 
then it would be too late. Jesus’ time 
was short. If the man was coming at 
all he must come now, and leave the 
care of his parents in the hands of those 
who were spiritually dead. There are 
many duties we owe to many people— 
but Jesus’ commands come first. ‘No 
tie, however tender, can be regarded as 
a sufficient cause for refusing to become 
a follower of Christ.’ 

The third man said, I will follow thee, 
Lord, but first, suffer me to bid fare- 
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well to them that are at my house. 
Jesus’ reply makes it evident that the 
man was not yet fully committed to 
Christ—if he had returned to the house 
the probability is that he would have 
stayed. Bruce suggests that he is the 
type of man who always wants to do 


himself 
specially interested before he addresses 
himself to the main duty to which he 
iy called. The first 
is that of inconsiderate 
that of 
that of a 
these types of mind express themselves 
today? 


something in which he is 


he comments, 
the 
the 
How do 


case, 
impulse; 
second, 
third 


conflicting duties, 


divided mind, 


Il. Prayer in the Kingdom 


The model prayer for those who have 
the the 
which Jesus taught his disciples to pray. 


entered Kingdom is prayer 


The opening invocation suggests the 


spirit in which we ought to pray. 
(1) It must be a filial spirit——‘‘Our 
Father.” (2) It must be a_ reverent 
spirit—“‘Our Father which art” in 


(3) It 
Our Father. If we 
the implication of 
not be 
What 
able to ask for others. 
member that 
to all and that 
men are our brethren. 
The first relate to 
God's cause in the world; the final three 
to our own needs. 


heaven!” must be a brotherly 


spirit understand 


this phrase we will 


able to offer a selfish prayer. 
must be 
We need to re- 
God seeks to be a Father 


mankind potentially all 


we ask for ourselves we 


three petitions 
This order indicates 
very plainly that we should subordinate 
our personal wants to the honor of God 
and to his purpose. There are times of 


course when our own needs will be in 
the foreground, but even here the needs 
of the Kingdom should be in the back- 
ground, as in ‘‘Neverthe- 


less not my will, but thine be done.” 


Gethsemane, 


The first petition has to do with God’s 
name, that is with God’s revealed char- 
acter. To hallow means to make known 
as holy, when applied to God; to regard 


as holy, when applied to men. We pray 


in this petition that God will reveal to 
us more and more the holiness of his 
character, of his purpose; that he will 


enable us and other men to recognize 


and reverence this revelation of himself 


wherever found. How 


may we hallow 
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the name of God? “By always speaking 
everently of him by so living in 
our homes that the holy character of 
conducting our- 
selves in social life in such a way that 
men will that 

the holy God - 


God is revealed; by 


we are children of 
How would 


know 
else 
you suggest? 


The second petition has to do with 


God’s Kingdom, We pray here that 
God’s rule may be established in our 
own hearts and in the hearts of other 


men both individually and collectively. 
We pray also for the glorious consum- 
mation of the Kingdom when Jesus shall 
come again in the glory of the angels. 


The third petition has to do with 
God’s will. We pray that God’s will 
may be carried out in our own lives, 
and that other men may submit their 
wills to God; that society in all its mani- 
festations may reflect God’s will; that 
our social order, our economic order, 


our international order, may be all that 
God desires, 
The 


with our own needs. 


last three petitions have to do 
First, our material 
‘Give us day by day our daily 

The tense of the first verb has 
“continually give.’”’ The 
translated “daily” is a difficult 
word which does not appear elsewhere 
in the Greek. It means as many scholars 
think, bread for the coming day, 
the natural petition to offer in the even- 
ing, or “our needful bread’’. 
Snowden gathers from this petition that 
‘all the material conditions of life, 
bread, health, prosperity, are rightly the 
subject of prayer, though such requests 
should be kept within modest bounds 
for the necessaries of life; for bread and 
not pancake, bread 
not tomorrow 
“When we 
says Marcus 


needs 
bread.”’ 
the 
word 


force of 


our 


else 


for for today and 

next year.” 
our bread,’ ”’ 
Dods, not expect 
that God will lift us above the common 
and toiling ways of men, nor loosen us 
the hard and 
tions of life, 


but we 


for and 


say, ‘Give us 


“we do 


from burdensome condi- 
us bread 
trust that he will 
find for us labor such as shall not only 
win us but be otherwise 
Note that 


for our own bread alone: 


this raining on 


from heaven, 
bread bene- 
pray 
“Give us 
this day our daily bread.’’ No one can 
offer this prayer sincerely and take ad- 
vantage of his f«'lowman, or fail to bend 
every effort, accept every sacrifice, that 
none may lack. 


ficial to us.”’ 
not 


also we 


The last two prayers have to do with 


our spiritual needs. ‘Forgive us our 


sins.”” As Snowden says, ‘‘Forgiveness 
is a fundamental need of life and is a 
root of purity and peace and power.” 
Many men, many Christians even, do 
not know mental peace, because they 
have never laid hold on God’s forgive- 
ness, But Jesus does not stop there. 
He says, “Forgive us our sins, for we 
also forgive everyone that is indebted 
to us.’”’ “The clause, ‘for we forgive’ 


ete. states not the ground on which God 
bestows forgiveness, but the ground on 
which man can receive it. The gifts of 
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God can only flow to us as we become 
a channel for them to others. Forgive- 
ness, if it is the first of God’s gifts to us 
through Christ, is the first duty which 
the Christian, owes to his fellowmen.” 


“And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.’’ This last 
petition looks to the future as the 


former does to the past. 
utters it 


The man who 
realizes his weakness and his 
dependence on God. He prays that he 
may be too often or too severely 
tried, and that when he is tried God will 
deliver him. It is a prayer for protec- 
tion as the former is for pardon. 

This then is the model prayer. It is 
a summary of all other prayers, though 
it does not supersede them. It covers 
all our earthly and spiritual needs, and 
gives expression to all 
aspirations. 


not 


our heavenly 
And it is a pattern for all 
It shows us what suppli- 
cations may be made, and in what spirit 
they ought to be made, We may pray 
for all that tends to the glory of God 
or the good of man; but the glory of 
God comes first and our aim must be 
that his will be done in us and not that 
it may be changed in accordance with 


our prayers. 


ours. In praying for our needs, we are 
to ask for the supply of our material 
needs, but we are to put the emphasis 


on our spiritual needs, forgiveness for 
the past, protection for the future. 


Ill. Progress of the Kingdom 


“The Pharisaic demand to know when 
the Kingdom of God was coming,” says 
Manson, “signifies less a desire to be 
enlightened than a covert rejection of 
the kind of evidence on which Jesus had 
consistently grounded the immediate 
nearness of the divine salvation. In 
effect the question is a challenge and a 
taunt. The Pharisees see no immediate 
sign of that divine event which Jesus 
declares to be at hand. Jesus’ answer 
is that his questioners look for proofs 
in every direction except the right one.” 
“The Kingdom of God cometh not with 
observation,’’ he says, or as the new 
Revised Standard Version puts it: ‘‘The 
Kingdom of God is not coming with 
signs to be observed; nor will they say, 
‘Lo, here it is,’ or There!’ for behold, 
the Kingdom of God is in the midst of 
you.”” This last clause is much to be 
preferred to the rendering of the A. V. 
and the R. V. (The Kingdom of God 


is within you). Jesus certainly would 
not say that the Kingdom of God was 
in the hearts of the Pharisees, They 


had rejected his message. The correct 
meaning is “so far from coming with 
external signs which will attract atten- 
tion, the Kingdom is already in the 
midst of you (in the person of Christ 
and of his disciples), and you do not 
perceive it.’ 

This is a lesson we still need. For 
there are some who think with the 
Pharisees that the Kingdom must come 
ready-made .vom heaven, and who do 
not perceive that it is already here and 
that it is ovr duty to extend the reign 
of God over the lives of men; or who 
think that it is purely a spiritual thing, 
within men’s hearts, without any mean- 
ing for society at large. 

We find the Kingdom wherever there 
are men who humbly, sacrificially deny 
themselves and take up their cross and 
follow Jesus, wherever there are men 
and women who are able to pray sin- 
cerely and with understanding the 
prayer which he taught us to pray. 
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Tue Boy who sat at the End of the Wagon 
while his Elder Brother drove the Mules home 
from the Neighborhood Store had a Big Idea. 


He had been reared on a Small Farm. But 
he had read of Other Places beyond the Horizon. 


And he Longed to see them and to Be a 
Person of Big Ideas. 

The more he Read, the more he was Con- 
vinced that the way to Success in any Endeavor 
in life was Through Education. 

But the farm was Not Prosperous, and Money 
was Scarce. 

But the Boy in the Wagon had a Glimmer of 
Faith and he Kept hold of his Idea. He had 
Learned that if a person Wants Something hard 
enough that Something often Materializes (but 
he did not use that big word). 

He was sure that more ‘“‘Learning”’ was the 
Key to his Prison of darkness. 

He Wanted to go to College, and he Told 
his Pastor about his Great Longing. His Pastor 
knew how to Guide that Boy. 


The Boy went to College! 


Write any college president or Rev. W. H. Boggs, D.D., 
gio Urban Building, Lowsville 2, Kentucky 


10, 1946 
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